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INTRODUCTION 


This report was prepared by Employment and Immigration Canada as background in- 
formation for consultations on immigration levels for the period 1991 to 1995, to be 
completed by April, 1990. The Immigration Act requires consultations with provincial 
governments, and specifies that the Minister may also consult with groups and persons 
in the private and voluntary sectors to help determine future levels of immigration to 
Canada. 


This report presents a statistical overview of immigration to Canada since 1980, with 
particular emphasis on 1988. It is organized on the basis of the three themes which un- 
derlie Canada’s immigration policy: family reunification, economic development, and 
a commitment to humanitarian ideals. Chapters on the family, refugee, and inde- 
pendent classes are preceded by an introductory chapter containing general informa- 
tion on immigration to Canada and are followed by a concluding chapter on the flow 
of immigration to the Canadian labour market. Other aspects of the immigration pro- 
gram such as enforcement and control, or operations at posts abroad or at local im- 
migration offices in Canada are not described. Nor does the report deal with the 
administration of the shared federal-provincial immigration agreements, except to the 
extent that these agreements affect the selection of immigrants. 


Only data pertaining to immigrants are included; data on visitor programs (including 
foreign students and temporary foreign workers) are not. A general overview of the 
immigration program may be found in the booklet, “Canada’s Immigration Law’, 
available from Public Affairs, Employment and Immigration Canada, Phase IV, Place 
du Portage, Ottawa-Hull, K1A 0J9. 


The statistics in this document are derived from the Landed Immigrant Data System 
maintained by Employment and Immigration Canada. The complete statistical pack- 
age on which the data in this report are based is available from the Immigration Infor- 
mation Centre, Employment and Immigration Canada, Phase IV, Place du Portage, 
Ottawa-Hull, K1A 0J9. While some previously published statistics have been updated, 
most inconsistencies are minor. All data are based on calendar years; the data for 1988 
are preliminary. References to occupation and geographic destination reflect 
immigrants’ intentions as stated on applications and during interviews, but may not 
necessarily reflect current occupations or locations. In this document, the term “per- 
manent resident” denotes an immigrant who has been landed in Canada and continues 
to live here but has not yet become a Canadian citizen. 


HIGHLIGHTS 


Immigration to Canada rose from 84,493 in 1985 to 160,768 in 1988. This 
was a result of the federal government’s policy of moderate, controlled growth, 
which was announced in 1985. 


The composition of immigration changed during the 1980s. In 1983, for ex- 
ample, the Family Class accounted for 54% of the annual total of 89,290 im- 
migrants; Refugees, members of Designated Classes, and others admitted on 
humanitarian grounds for 16%; and Independent immigrants for 30%. In 1988, 
the Family Class accounted for 32%; Refugees for 17%; and Independents for 
51%. 


Family-related immigration remained at the decade average of 60% in 
1988. This average was maintained although the family class has declined as a 
percentage of total immigration since 1980. Family-related immigration is 
defined as Family Class, and the dependents of Selected Worker and business 
immigrants. 


Source areas of immigrants have changed in recent years. In 1988, 43% of 
immigrants were from Asia and the Pacific Islands, and 25% were from 
Europe, compared to 1981, when the Asia-Pacific Island areas and Europe each 
accounted for 36% of the 128,711 immigrants admitted that year. 


Approximately 85% of the immigrants in 1988 were destined to three 
provinces: Ontario (55%), Quebec (16%), and British Columbia (14%). 
Moreover, approximately 60% of immigrants were destined to three centres— 
Toronto (35%), Montreal (14%), and Vancouver (11%). 


Knowledge of English and French among immigrants remained relatively 
constant. Over the period 1980 to 1988, an average 55% indicated that they 
had knowledge of one or both of Canada’s official languages. In 1988, 53% in- 
dicated a knowledge of one or both. 


Family Class immigrants were generally better educated in 1988 than they 
were at the beginning of the decade. However, the portion destined to the 
labour force remained relatively stable at approximately 34%. Family Class im- 
migrants are most likely to be destined to those occupational groups for which 
less skill training is required (the clerical, service, and processing occupations). 


Independent immigrants have the highest level of educational attainment. 
They are also better educated today than they were at the beginning of the 
decade. Independent immigrants are highly represented in professional, techni- 
cal, and skilled trades occupational groups. 


Canada accepted 26,575 refugees in 1988. Most of them came from Eastern 
Europe and Southeast Asia. Refugees were most likely to be destined to con- 
struction and to transport-related, teaching, farming, fishing, and mining oc- 
cupations. 


Hong Kong was the principal source of business immigrants by a consider- 
able margin in 1988, for the fifth consecutive year. 


IMMIGRATION CATEGORIES 


Close family members (see p. 25) 


REFUGEES and Convention Refugees (see p. 47) 
DESIGNATED CLASSES 


Members of Designated Classes (see p.47) 


HUMANITARIAN Persons eligible under special 
humanitarian measures (see p.47) 


INDEPENDENT IMMIGRANTS (see pp. 31-33) 


Principal Applicants Accompanying Dependents 
RELATIVES 


SELECTED WORKERS 


BUSINESS IMMIGRANTS 
* ENTREPRENEURS 
« SELF-EMPLOYED PERSONS 
* INVESTORS 


IMMIGRATION TO CANADA 


IMMIGRATION 1860-1988 


- Annual immigration to Canada has usually been related to short-term 
economic conditions. For example, when the West was opened, immigration 
exceeded 300,000 per annum for the years 1911 to 1913, but fell to between 
11,000 and 27,000 during the Depression. Immigration: surged again 
immediately after the Second World War, and reached a postwar peak of 
282,164 in 1957. 


- Immigration dropped to a decade low in 1985 of 84,493 before rising to 
160,768 in 1988. The increase is a consequence of the policy of moderate, 
controlled growth introduced by the federal government in the fall of 1985; 
this followed the retrenchment which resulted from the 1981-1982 recession. 


- During the postwar period, annual immigration has averaged about 130,000. 


IMMIGRATION, 1860-1988 
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IMMIGRATION, 1945-1988 
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COMPOSITION OF IMMIGRATION 


Independent immigration (including business immigrants, retirees, Assisted 
Relatives, and other independents) was the largest category, comprising 
approximately 83,000 persons or 51% of immigration in 1988, compared to 
34% of the program in 1985. 


Family Class immigration represented 32%. The composition of immigra- 
tion in 1988 represented a significant shift from 1985, when the Family 
Class accounted for 46%. 


Refugees and members of Designated Classes accounted for 17% of 1988 
immigration. The total of 26,575 was the highest since 1980 when Canada 
responded to the Indochinese refugee crisis. 


Family-related immigration (members of the Family Class and dependents 
of Selected Worker and business immigrants) represented 60% of total 
immigration in 1988, compared to 55% in 1980. The average for the decade 
was 60%. 


COMPOSITION OF IMMIGRATION 
1988 


ADR* LANDINGS 1% 


FAMILY CLASS 32% 


51,003 
REFUGEES AND 
DESIGNATED CLASSES 17% 


26,575 


ASSISTED RELATIVES [25 ree KOO, ] RETIREES 2% 
AND THEIR Mig teeta teeten toate oe a tn tate 3.124 
DEPENDENTS 10% ’ . ; 
15,493 
BUSINESS 
IMMIGRATION 9% 


14,913 


SELECTED WORKERS 
AND THEIR 
DEPENDENTS 


OTHER INDEPENDENT 

IMMIGRANTS AND THEIR 

DEPENDENTS 30% 
48,805 


TOTAL = 160,768 


* Landings under the 1986 Administrative Review for in-Canada refugee claimants; 
this special review ended on December 31, 1988. 


SOURCES OF IMMIGRATION * 


Since 1980 there have been significant shifts among the source countries of 
immigration: 


Immigration from Africa and the Middle East doubled from 7% in 1980 to 
14% in 1988. 


Immigration from Asia and the Pacific Islands, which reached a high of 
48% in 1980, dropped to about 32% in 1982, and then rose again to 43% in 
1988. 


In 1988, immigration from the United States was at a decade low of 4%, 
compared to the average of 7% for this decade. 


14% of immigrants in 1988 came from Latin America and the Caribbean. 
Immigration from this region increased steadily from about 9% in 1980 to 
reach a high of 22% in 1986. 


In 1988, immigration from Europe represented 25%, a marginal difference 
from the decade average of 28%. The decade high was in 1982 (38%), and 
the decade low was in 1985 (22%). 


* These data are based on the country of last permanent residence of the 


immigrants; therefore, they may not reflect the immigrants’ country of birth. 
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SOURCES OF IMMIGRATION oi 


ASIA & PACIFIC 48% £6 
69,038 YY 


AFRICA & MID. EAST 7% 
9,537 


THE AMERICAS 
(EXCL. U.S.A.) 9% EUROPE 29% 
13,600 41,178 


U.S.A. 7% TOTAL: 143,287 


9,934 


SOURCES OF IMMIGRATION 
1988 


ASIA & PACIFIC 43% 
69,286 


AFRICA & MID. EAST 14% 


EUROPE 25% 
40,556 
THE AMERICAS 
(EXCL. U.S.A.) 14% 


22,274 
S.A. TOTAL: 160,768 | | 
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TOP 20 SOURCES 


Twelve of the top 20 sources of immigrants in 1988 were also on the list of 
the top 20 in 1980, but not necessarily in the same order. 


The United Kingdom, the United States, and France were among the top 
sources in both 1980 and 1988. 


In 1988, Hong Kong was the single largest source of immigrants to Canada, 
compared to Vietnam in 1980. 


Canada’s response to domestic events in source countries or areas can affect 
their rankings among sources of immigration to Canada. In 1980, for 
example, the special program for Southeast Asian refugees was chiefly 
responsible for the importance of Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia among the 
top 20 source countries that year. 


Similarily, changing conditions in Iran and Lebanon contributed to the 
appearance of those countries on the top 20 list in 1988. 
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Vietnam 
United Kingdom 
United States 
India 
Hong Kong 


Laos 
Philippines 
Peoples’ Republic 
of China 
Portugal 
Cambodia 


Jamaica 


Guyana 
U.S.S.R. 
France 
Netherlands 
Italy 


Germany 
Haiti 
Israel 
Lebanon 


Sub Total 


Federal Republic of 


TOP 20 SOURCES 


25,643 
18,250 
9,934 
8,486 
6,309 
6,287 
6,053 


4,943 
4,208 
3,270 
3,165 
2,280 
2,079 
1,901 
1,866 
1,740 


1,643 
1,633 
1,498 
1,406 


112,594 


rsommee «| = [mouse |e pe 


Hong Kong 
India 


22,877 
10,360 


Poland 

United Kingdom 
Philippines 
United States 
Portugal 
Vietnam 
Jamaica 
Iran 


Lebanon 


9,186 
9,164 
8,298 
6,520 
6,391 
6,128 
33912 
3,633 
Sil Z| 


Guyana 


Peoples’ Republic 


of China 
El Salvador 


Republic of Korea 


France 
Sri Lanka 


Trinidad & Tobago 


Taiwan 
Haiti 


Sub Total 


2,874 


2,765 
2,686 
2,673 
2,581 
2,396 
2,228 
2,100 
1,806 


LEGO9 


Others 
Total 


30,693 
143,287 


Others 
Total 


1. 


49,069 
160,768 


IMMIGRATION BY SEX 


Throughout the 1980s, immigration comprised approximately equal numbers 
of males and females. 


During the decade, the Family Class was consistently weighted towards 
females, for example in 1988 (59%) and 1980 (57%). 


On the other hand, Refugees and Designated Classes comprised more males 
than females — 59% males and 41% females in 1988, compared to 56% and 
44% respectively in 1980. 


Independent immigrants were almost equally divided between males and 


females — 51% males and 49% females in 1988, compared to 52% and 48% 
respectively in 1980. 
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IMMIGRATION BY SEX 
1988 


mate | remate | tot 


Family Class 21,019 30,006 51,025 
41% 59% 100% 


Refugees and 15,729 10,846 26,575 
Designated Classes 
59% 41% 100% 


Independent 42,042 41,126 - 83,168 
51% 49% 100% 


78,790 160,768 
49% 100% 
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IMMIGRATION TO REGIONS 


In 1988, the greatest portions of all immigration classes were destined for 
Ontario: 56% of Family, 55% of Independent, and 54% of Refugees and 
Designated Classes. 


- Those destined for Quebec and for the British Columbia and Yukon region 
accounted for about the same portions of the total movement (17% and 15% 
respectively) throughout this decade. 


Since 1980, the Prairies and Northwest Territories region has been the 
destination of a generally decreasing share of the total immigration 
movement: 13% of immigrants were destined to this region in 1988, 
compared to the average for the decade of 18%. In 1988, 21% of Refugees 
and Designated Classes were destined to the region. 


Fewer than 1.6% of all immigrants were destined to the Atlantic region in 
1988. The total share for the Atlantic provinces declined from almost 2.5% 
in 1980. 
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IMMIGRATION TO REGIONS 
1988 
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IMMIGRATION TO METROPOLITAN AREAS 


The majority (60%) of immigrants to Canada in 1988 were destined for three 
centres: Toronto (35%), Montreal (14%), and Vancouver (11%). 


While the portion of immigrants destined for Montreal has remained within 
three percentage points of its decade average of 14%, the share destined for 
Toronto has risen to its current level of 35% from 21% in 1980. 


The portion of immigrants destined for Calgary and Edmonton in 1988 is 
approximately two thirds of the level experienced earlier this decade 
(approximately 4% each in 1988, compared to 6% in the early 1980s). 


Vancouver has consistently remained the preferred destination of 
approximately 11% of immigrants throughout the 1980s. 
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IMMIGRATION TO METROPOLITAN AREAS 
1988 


oo a CALGARY 4% 
TORONTO 35% ye aa, 5,715 


EDMONTON 4% 
6,069 


55,544 


OTTAWA-HULL 3% 
4,751 


MONTREAL 14% 


29 478 OTHERS 26% 


43,396 


TOTAL = 160,768 
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KNOWLEDGE OF OFFICIAL LANGUAGES 


The portion of immigrants who report a knowledge of Canada’s official 
languages has changed very little since 1980; approximately 53% of 
immigrants indicated a knowledge of English or French, or of both, in 1988, 
compared to 48% in 1980. 


- In 1988, 46% of all immigrants indicated a knowledge of English; 3% a 
knowledge of French, and 4% of both. 


Of the 25,499 immigrants destined to Quebec in 1988, 7,557 or 30% had a 
knowledge of French or of both official languages. 


In 1988, approximately 49% of Family Class immigrants had knowledge of 
at least one official language. During the decade, official language 
knowledge ranged between 55% and 61%. In 1988, 43% indicated a 
knowledge of English, 3.3% a knowledge of French, and 2.6% a knowledge 
of both official languages. 


In 1988, about 67% of Independent immigrants indicated a knowledge of 
English or French, or of both. 58% indicated a knowledge of English, 3.6% 
a knowledge of French, and 5.4% a knowledge of both. 


There has been a slight decline in the knowledge of English and French 
among Refugees, from approximately 20% in 1982 to 17% in 1988. 
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IMMIGRANTS 


EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF IMMIGRANTS 


The general level of educational attainment (particularly among 
Independents and Refugees) improved during this decade. Among 
immigrants who arrived in 1980, 17% had no formal education and 24% had 
more than a secondary education. In contrast, among 1988 arrivals, 14% had 
no formal education and 33% had more than a secondary education. 


The difference between the educational attainments of men and women 
decreased slightly during the 1980s. In 1980, 19% of women and 14.5% of 
men had no formal training, compared to 15% and 13% respectively in 
1988. Among immigrant men in 1980, 29% had a post-secondary education 
compared to 20% of women; in 1988, the breakdown was 36% and 29% 
respectively. 


In 1988, educational attainment was highest among Independent immigrants. 
Family Class and Refugee attainments were similar. The educational 
attainment of Refugees and Designated Classes in 1988 was notably higher 
than in 1980. For example, in 1988 only 16% had no formal schooling; in 
1980. 21% lacked formal schooling; in 1988 nearly 8% had university 
degrees; in 1980 it was less than 3%. 


1986 Census data* show that, for the Canadian population 15 and older, 
17% had grade 8 or less and 40% had attended secondary school (13% of the 
total population had graduated from secondary school). Those with a trade 
certificate or diploma accounted for 3%. About 18% had attended university 
(10% had a university degree). Approximately 21% had another form of 
post-secondary education (15% had a post-secondary certificate). 


* It should be noted that Census data include only persons 15 and over, whereas immigration 


data include pre-school and school-age children. It should also be noted that immigration 
pee bee: only for the education which newcomers received before they came to 
anada. 
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EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF IMMIGRANTS 
1988 
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Note: All educational attainment data include pre-school and school-age children. 
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FAMILY CLASS IMMIGRATION 


Family Class immigrants are persons who are sponsored by close relatives already 
in Canada who are Canadian citizens or permanent residents. Those eligible 
include the sponsor’s 


¢ spouse; 
- fiancé(e); 


never-married child of any age (including a child adopted before 
the age of 13); 


¢ achild under 13 whom the sponsor intends to adopt; 
° parents; 
* grandparents; 


¢ orphaned brother, sister, nephew, niece, or grandchild who has 
never been married and is under 18 years of age; and 


¢ any other relative if the sponsor has no Family Class relatives 
who may be sponsored and no close relatives in Canada. 


The government accepts, without numerical limitation, applications of admissible 
close family members. Nevertheless, Family Class immigrants, like all other 
immigrants, must be in good health and of good character before they are admitted 
to Canada. 


Sponsors must meet income requirements and sign an undertaking to provide food, 
lodging, care, and maintenance for a period of up to 10 years. 


2S 


ANNUAL FAMILY CLASS IMMIGRATION 


The Family Class has declined as a portion of total immigration from the 
decade high of 55% in 1983 to the decade low of 32% in 1988. 


The number of Family Class immigrants has, however, remained relatively 
stable in the 45,000 to 50,000 range, except during the 1984 to 1986 period. 
During those years, the Family Class declined, in large measure because 
independent immigration had been curtailed owing to the 1981-1982 
recession, thus diminishing the number of potential sponsors. In addition, 
some potential sponsors were unable or unwilling to bring their close 
relatives to Canada during and just after the economic downturn. 


Women made up 59% of the Family Class in 1988, which was slightly 
higher than in previous years of this decade. 
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RELATIONSHIP TO SPONSOR 


In 1988, 50% of the Family Class comprised spouses and fiancé(e)s and 
their dependents. This was a notable increase from 1980, when spouses and 
fiancé(e)s and their dependents represented just over 38%. 


Children also made up a larger proportion (12%) of Family Class 
immigrants in 1988 than they did in 1980 (8%). 


Parents and all others comprised 38% of the Family Class in 1988, down 
from 53% in 1980. 
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RELATIONSHIP TO SPONSOR 
1988 


PARENTS & OTHERS 
& THEIR DEPENDENTS 38% 


19,469 


CHILDREN 12% 


SPOUSES & FIANCE(E)S 
& THEIR DEPENDENTS 50% 
25,550 


TOTAL = 51,025 * 


* Total includes 22 immigrants admitted through the Administrative Review as 
members of the Family Class. 
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INDEPENDENT IMMIGRATION 


Independent immigrants (including principal applicants and their accompanying 
dependents) comprise Assisted Relatives, Retirees, Business Immigrants, and 
Other Independents. 


Assisted Relatives include the parents, grandparents, married children and 
grandchildren, aunts and uncles, and nieces and nephews not eligible under the 
Family Class of persons in Canada who are willing and have the means to sign an 
undertaking of assistance. This undertaking specifies that the relative in Canada 
will help the arriving family member to become successfully established. 


All Assisted Relatives are subject to the immigrant selection criteria, which 
measure such labour market-related characteristics as education, specific 
vocational preparation, job experience, occupation or arranged employment, and 
knowledge of one or both of Canada’s official languages. Assisted Relatives are 
subject to these criteria because they tend to establish separate households and 
participate in the labour force. 


All Assisted Relatives are awarded ten “bonus” units 6f assessment (“points”) 
when their relatives sign the undertaking of assistance. In addition, married sons 
and daughters and brothers and sisters receive an additional five “bonus” units. 


Principal applicants in the Assisted Relatives and Other Independents categories 
are called Selected Workers. They are all assessed against the “points system.” 


Retirees undergo a general, more flexible assessment based on funds, presence of 
friends or relatives in the area of intended destination in Canada, etc. 


Business immigrants are selected on the basis of a number of factors, including a 
proven track record, ability, and funds available for capital formation and job 
creation in Canada. 
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SELECTION CRITERIA (THE “POINTS SYSTEM”) 


The immigration selection criteria (“points system’) apply to Selected 
Workers (principal applicants who are Assisted Relatives or Other Inde- 
pendent Immigrants). The factors in the selection system measure the 
prospects of successful establishment in Canada according to the economic 
and settlement characteristics of the applicants and the needs of the 
Canadian labour market. 


Selected Worker applicants must either have some form of arranged employ- 
ment or must be qualified in one of the “open” occupational groups. Of the 
499 occupational groups in the Canadian Classification and Dictionary of 
Occupations, about 120 are now open to eligible applicants from abroad. 
The list of open occupations comprises groups in which employment 
prospects are relatively good. 


Under the Cullen-Couture Agreement concluded in 1978 between the 
governments of Canada and Quebec, the province has certain selection 
powers over Independent immigrants. The province’s selection system is 
comparable to the federal system; there are some differences in the factors 
and units of assessment (notably language knowledge), but the intent and 
results are similar. 
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SELECTION CRITERIA (THE “POINTS SYSTEM”)* 
Ear SESSMEN 


ASSESSMENT 
Specific Vocational 
0 units is an automatic processing bar 
Experience 8 maximum unless (i) applicant has arranged employment 


and (ii) employer accepts lack of experience 


15 maximum 


0 units is an automatic processing bar unless 
applicant has arranged employment 


10 units if 21 to 44; 2 units deducted for 
each year under 21 or over 44 


Knowledge of Official 
Language(s) 


10 maximum 


Levels Control | 10 maximum 
100 
10 | 
) 
5 
( ) 


Bonus for all 
(60 pass mark 


Assisted Relatives 
55 pass mark 


Additional bonus for 
these Assisted 

* The Quebec selection system has some differences in the factors and units of 
assessment, but the intent and results are similar. 


If application is accompanied by 
an undertaking of assistance 


Relatives: married 
sons and daughters; 
brothers and sisters 


op 


SOURCES OF SELECTED WORKERS 
During the 1980s, the Asia and Pacific region became the principal source of 
selected workers. It accounted for 47% of the category in 1988. 


Europe continues to account for over a quarter of the group (almost 27% in 
1988). 


The share from the United States fell from a decade-high 14% in 1983 to 
under 4% in 1988; the sharpest decline was between 1986 and 1987. 
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SOURCES OF SELECTED WORKERS 
1988 


ASIA & PACIFIC 47% 
12,071 


U.S.A. 4% 
904 


(EXCL. U.S.A.) 10% 
2,617 


EUROPE 27% 
6,971 
AFRICA & 
MIDDLE EAST 13% 
3,284 


TOTAL = 25,847 
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DESTINATIONS OF SELECTED WORKERS 


In 1988, Canada accepted 25,847 selected workers, the highest number during this 
decade. 


Ontario received 61% of selected workers in 1988, up from 44% in 1980. 


- Quebec’s share of selected workers in 1988 was 13%, the same as in 1980, 
although the total number destined to Quebec in 1988 was at a decade high. 


The Prairie provinces and the Northwest Territories also received a dis- 
proportionately low share of selected workers in 1988 (12%), half of their 
share in 1980 (24%). 


¢ British Columbia and the Yukon’s current share (13%) was lower than its 
1980 level of almost 17%, although the share has increased from the decade 
low of 10% in 1986. 
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DESTINATIONS OF SELECTED WORKERS 
1988 


PRAIRIES AND NWT 12% 


x ey BRITISH COLUMBIA 
SY AND YUKON 13% 


3,409 


ao 


ATLANTIC 1% 


ONTARIO 61% aig 


15,791 


QUEBEC 13% 
3,232 


TOTAL = 25,847 
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FAMILY COMPOSITION OF ASSISTED RELATIVES 


Assisted Relatives differ from Family Class members in that the former are 
considered to be more distant relatives because they tend to establish 
separate households and to participate in the labour force. 


Assisted Relatives are subject to the same selection criteria (“points sys- 
tem”) as Other Independent immigrants, but are awarded bonus “points” 
when their applications are accompanied by an undertaking of assistance 
from eligible family members already in Canada. Principal applicants in 
both the Assisted Relative and Other Independent categories are termed 
Selected Workers. 


- Since 1980, Assisted Relatives have represented an average of 9% of all im- 
migrants to Canada. This portion rose to 14% in 1981 and dropped to a 
decade low of 6% in 1983. 


In 1988, Assisted Relatives made up 10% of total immigration to Canada— 
the third highest share this decade. 


There have been no appreciable shifts in the composition of Assisted Rela- 
tives this decade. Brothers and sisters accounted for the highest share during 
this. period, and 1988 was no exception, with siblings making up 77% of the 
group. 
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FAMILY COMPOSITION OF ASSISTED RELATIVES 
1980-1988 


— | 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 


Brothers 
& Sisters 10,076 


Grandparents 0 
Parents 305 


Sons 
& Daughters 


Others 


1,611 
1,541 


13,154 
2 
329 


1,806 
2,302 


8,982 
42 
249 


1,087 
1,596 


3,615 
13 
210 


492 
676 


6,267 
Ba 
685 


384 
835 


5,066 4,176 9,302 11,990 


7 
820 


901 
623 


11 19 15 
215 204 221 


832 
669 


1,233 
1,558 


1,152 
ear a 


fom |rase 17,593 11,956 5,006 8188 7,417 5,903 12,316 15,493 


- On July 8, 1988, persons selected abroad to immigrate to Canada became able to include 
their sons and daughters 21 and over if these children have never been married. 
Never-married children 21 and over were also included in the Family Class. 


The immigrant selection system was modified on July 8, 1988, so that the “bonus” units of 
assessment (“points”) awarded to married sons and daughters and to brothers and sisters 
were increased from 10 to 15. All other Assisted Relatives continue to receive 10 “bonus” 
units. 
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SOURCES OF BUSINESS IMMIGRATION 


The business immigration program allows entrepreneurs, self-employed per- 
sons, and investors to contribute to Canada’s economic growth by augment- 
ing capital formation and by creating jobs for Canadians. The number of 
business immigrants has nearly doubled over the past two years. 


The 3,954 business immigrants who came to Canada in 1988 accounted for 
2.5% of total immigration, compared to the 1,556 business immigrants in 
1980, who accounted for 1.1% of total immigration that year. 


In this decade, almost two thirds of business immigrants have come from 10 
sources, namely Hong Kong, the Republic of Korea, Taiwan, Lebanon, the 
United Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom, the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many, France, the United States, and Kuwait. 


Over the past decade there has been a general decline in business immigra- 
tion from the United States and some Western European countries, and a cor- 
responding rise from many Asian and Middle Eastern countries. 


In 1988, for the fifth consecutive year, Hong Kong was the principal source 
of business immigrants by a considerable margin, responsible for 28% of all 
business immigrants and 43% of investors. 


In 1988, 56% of entrepreneur immigrants came from Asia, and 11% from the 
Middle East, the top two source areas. The top 10 listed above are also the 
current source of 50% of self-employed persons. 
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SOURCES OF BUSINESS IMMIGRATION 
1980-1988 


ouce 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 


Hong Kong 863 1,106 


Republic of 
Korea 2234) "S06 


Taiwan 199 325 
Lebanon 97 153 


United Arab 
Emirates 96 152 


United Kingdom 


Federal Republic 
of Germany 


France 
United States 


Kuwait 


675 3901°1,163 1.2327 1198S ovr 1406827101 92.707 
S8191,002" “8777 9/50") 7078” SSS Ve 027 mines, 
1,556 1,903 2,040 1,982 1,900 1,956 2,177 3,128 3,954 


41 


DESTINATIONS OF BUSINESS IMMIGRANTS 


All regions received more business immigrants in 1988 than in any year 
since 1980, but the Atlantic and Prairie regions’ combined share in 1988 
was 10% against about 19% in 1980. In 1988, they received 67 and 320 
business immigrants, respectively. 


Although British Columbia’s share has fluctuated somewhat, it has 
remained close to its average for the decade of 21%. In 1988, British Colum- 
bia received 978 business immigrants. 

- Ontario received slightly more than 55% of total immigration, but was the 
destination of only 26% (1,020) of business immigrants in 1988, down sig- 
nificantly from the province’s peak of 47% in 1984. 


Quebec’s business immigration share was 40% of the total in 1988. 
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DESTINATIONS OF BUSINESS IMMIGRANTS 
1988 


PRAIRIES 
AND NWT 8% 
(321) 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 
AND YUKON 25% 


(979) 
ONTARIO 26% 
(1,020) 


ATLANTIC 2% 
(67) 


QUEBEC 40% 
(1,567) 


TOTAL = 3,954 
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BUSINESS IMMIGRANTS—ESTIMATED FUNDS 
DESTINED FOR CANADA 


It is estimated that the funds destined for Canada by investors, 
entrepreneurs, and self-employed persons issued visas in 1988 amounted to 
more than $3.4 billion. 


The 368 investors accounted for an average of $1.7 million in 1988, for a es- 
timated total of over $621 million. 


These data reflect the 4,538 visas issued abroad in 1988 to principal ap- 
plicants in the business immigration categories (entrepreneurs, self- 
employed persons, and investors), and are not comparable with the landings 
data for all business immigrants (principal applicants and their dependents) 
given elsewhere in this document. 


BUSINESS IMMIGRANTS—ESTIMATED FUNDS 
DESTINED FOR CANADA 
1988 


PROVINCE BUSINESS 
IMMIGRATION 
FUNDS* 


Newfoundland $7,559,000 
Prince Edward Island $1,185,000 
Nova Scotia $11,033,000 
New Brunswick $7,283,000 
Quebec $737 203,000 
Ontario $1,069,405,000 
Manitoba $35,130,000 
Saskatchewan $20,009,000 
Alberta $117,227,000 
Northwest Territories $2,800,000 
British Columbia $1 338,131,000 
Yukon $300,000 
Not Stated $80,714,000 


$3,427,979,000 


* Estimate based on reported funds to be brought upon immigrating 
and funds to be transferred later. 
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REFUGEES 


One of the stated objectives of Canada’s Immigration Act is “to fulfill Canada’s 
international legal obligations with respect to refugees and to uphold its 
humanitarian tradition with respect to the displaced and persecuted”. This objec- 
tive is achieved through several programs applying to the following categories: 


Convention Refugees are persons who, by reason of well-founded fear of 
persecution, for reasons of race, religion, nationality, political opinion or 
membership in a particular social group, are unable or unwilling to return to 
their countries of birth or habitual residence. 


Members of Designated Classes are persons in refugee-like situations who 
are in need of resettlement even though they may not meet the strict definition 
of Convention Refugee. There are currently three designated classes - 
Indochinese (persons from Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam); political prisoners 
and oppressed persons (from Chile, El Salvador, Guatemala, and Poland); and 
self-exiled persons (from the U.S.S.R. and Eastern Europe, excluding 
Yugoslavia). 


Special humanitarian measures apply to persons in need of resettlement who 
are not refugees, but who have relatives in Canada and whose countries are 
experiencing an emergency or disaster such as war, revolution, earthquake, or 
flood. Such special measures are in effect at this time for persons from El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Iran, Lebanon, and Sri Lanka. 


Canada also has an obligation to protect legitimate refugees who apply for im- 
migration from within Canada. The in-Canada refugee determination process is 
designed to deal with these applicants. 
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ANNUAL REFUGEE IMMIGRATION 


Since 1981, there has been a steady increase in the number of Refugees and 
Designated Class persons selected to come to Canada. The number rose 
from 15,022 in 1981 to 28,062 in 1988. 


The federal government sponsored more Refugee and Designated Class per- 
sons since 1983 than private sponsors, although in 1988 private sponsorships 
accounted for 43% of total refugee immigration. 


The new in-Canada refugee determination system will likely contribute 
higher numbers of government sponsored refugee immigrants in future. The 
former Refugee Status Advisory Committee (RSAC) processed 786 in- 
Canada refugee claimants in 1988. 
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ANNUAL REFUGEE IMMIGRATION 
1983-1988 


NUZPYrOACOLHA 


: 


GOVERNMENT 
SPONSORED 


SPONSORED 


Ee Ak ET CR] CaN Rm 24-1 =17 1 
1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 MEASURES 


Note: Data are not available by government sponsored and private 
sponsored for 1980 to 1982. 
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SOURCES OF REFUGEES 


The world area from which Canada received the highest portion of Refugees 
and members of Designated Classes in 1988 was Eastern Europe, which was 
responsible for 35%. Southeast Asia was the source of 25%, and the Middle 
East and West Asia 16%. Those three regions together were the source of 
70% of Refugees and Designated Classes in five of the past six years, and 
together accounted for 76% of landings in 1988. 


The top source countries in 1988 were Poland, Vietnam, and El Salvador. 


In 1988, for the first year since 1983, there were more private than govern- 
ment sponsorships for the Eastern European and Southeast Asian world 
areas. In 1988, the federal government sponsored 13,274 Refugees, or 49% 
of the total. About 80% of privately sponsored Refugees were from Eastern 
Europe and Southeast Asia. 


The number of persons admitted under special measures declined from 


4,685 in 1984 to 1,902 in 1988. The chief sources were Lebanon (844) and 
Iran (419). 
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SOURCES OF REFUGEES 
1988 


Government Privately Special RSAC 
Sponsored Sponsored Measures* Landings** Total 


Eastern Europe 3,905 5,/54 

Southeast Asia 2,999 3,946 

Mid. East & West. Asia 2,077 1,119 1,263 
Latin America 3,133 

Africa 1,058 

Others 102 


13,274 12,100 1,902 786 


* — Special measures apply to persons from El Salvador, Guatemala, Iran, Lebanon, 
and Sri Lanka. 


** Landings in Canada through the former Refugee Status Advisory Committee. 
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DESTINATIONS OF REFUGEES 


Three provinces were the intended destinations of almost 80% of Refugees 
and Designated Classes in 1988 - Ontario (54%), Quebec (13%), and Alberta 
(12%). 


In the early 1980s, Ontario’s share was about 40%, Quebec’s was ap- 
proximately 20%, and Alberta’s was about 19%. 
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DESTINATIONS OF REFUGEES 
1988 


MANITOBA 6% 
1,606 SASKATCHEWAN 3% 
786 


Y = ALBERTA AND NWT 12% 
/// San | 3,195 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 
AND YUKON 9% 


2,408 


ATLANTIC 2% 


ONTARIO 54% 
14,384 


e 
eategtogtas® 
"8 area a°,08"o8 aree o°,20",08 
s 
r 


TOTAL = 26,575 


Note: The Landed Immigrant Data System had information on the intended 
destination of 26,575 Refugees and Designated Class persons for 1988. 
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IMMIGRANTS AND THE LABOUR MARKET 


All immigrants have access to the Canadian labour market after arrival. 


The selection (“points”) system, which applies to Selected Workers, includes such 
labour market-related characteristics as education, specific vocational preparation, 
job experience, occupation or arranged employment, and knowledge of one or both 
of Canada’s official languages. 
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INTENDED OCCUPATIONS OF IMMIGRANTS 


The occupational groups identified most frequently by immigrants destined 
to the labour force in 1988 were clerical; fabricating; managerial; the natural 
sciences, engineering, and mathematics; and service. 


Family Class immigrants tended to identify lower skilled occupational 
groups. 


- Occupations mentioned frequently by Refugees and members of Designated 
Classes included those in fabricating; construction; clerical; and the natural 
sciences, engineering, and mathematics. 


Many Selected Workers were destined to such occupational groups as 
managerial; clerical; the natural sciences, engineering, and mathematics; 


fabricating; and service. 


Other immigrants tended to mention such groups as clerical; managerial; and 
sales. 
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INTENDED OCCUPATIONS OF IMMIGRANTS 
1988 


OCCUPATION FAMILY REFUGEE SELECTED OTHER TOTAL 
CLASS CLASS WORKERS 
& D.Cs 


MANAGERIAL & ADMIN. 
SCI., ENGIN., MATH. 
SOCIAL SCIENCES 
RELIGION 

TEACHING 

MEDICINE & HEALTH 
THE ARTS 

SPORTS & REC. 
CLERICAL 

SALES 

SERVICE 

FARMING 

FISHING, HUNTING 
FORESTRY, LOGGING 
MINING, QUARRYING 
PROCESSING 
MACHINING 
FABRICATING 
CONSTRUCTION 
TRANSPORT 
MATERIAL HANDLING 
OTHERS 


17,636 16,564 15,768 
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DESTINATIONS OF WORKERS 


Both numerically and proportionally, more immigrants have expressed the 
intention to enter the labour market in each of the past two years than earlier 
in this decade. 


In 1980, 63,466 immigrants intended to enter the labour market. This num- 
ber dropped to 38,577 in 1985 and rose to 77,086 and 75,815 in 1987 and 
1988 respectively. 


In 1988, the portion of immigrants destined to the labour force stood at 47%, 
just above the decade average of 46%. 


A general increase in labour market participation by immigrants was ex- 
perienced in all regions during the last years, except in Alberta and British 
Columbia, where participation remained close to their 1980s levels. 


Labour market participation fluctuated close to the decade average for each 
class throughout the 1980s. On average since 1980, 34% of Family Class, 
52% of Independents, and 59% of Refugees and Designated Classes indi- 
cated their intention to participate in the labour market. 


Labour market participation for men averaged 58%, compared to 34% for 
women. In 1988, the participation rate for men was 58%, compared to 37% 
for women. 
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DESTINATIONS OF WORKERS 
1988 
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REGIONAL OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION 


There have been significant differences over the years in the regional dis- 
tribution of immigrants by occupation, but there has been little change since 
1980. 


Ontario attracted many persons destined for the clerical, managerial, and 
fabricating fields in 1988. 


Those destined for Quebec were most likely to have expressed an intention 
to engage in the service and fabricating industries. 


The Prairie provinces and Northwest Territories attracted persons des- 
tined for fabricating and clerical occupations. 


Those destined for British Columbia and Yukon were frequently showed 
interest in clerical, managerial, and administrative occupations. 


In 1988, the Atlantic region attracted fabricators and repairers; persons in 
the natural sciences, engineering, and mathematics; and persons working in 
the medical and health fields. 
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REGIONAL OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION 
1988 


OCCUPATION : : ONT. PRAIR. B.C. TOTAL 


MANAGERIAL& ADMIN. 99 
SCl., ENGIN., MATH. 138 
SOCIAL SCIENCES 31 
RELIGION 

TEACHING 

MEDICINE & HEALTH 

THE ARTS 

SPORTS & REC. 

CLERICAL 

SALES 


FARMING 

FISHING, HUNTING 
FORESTRY, LOGGING 
MINING, QUARRYING 
PROCESSING 
MACHINING 
FABRICATING 
CONSTRUCTION 
TRANSPORT 
MATERIAL HANDLING 
OTHERS 


11,080 10,395 10,013 75,815 
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